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Scott Allen was awarded an honorary 
membership to the Michigan High School 
Football Coaches Association for his tire-
less work at the school. We appreciate 
the roles Allen fills to support our students 
here at CPS.  

As part of our new 
Freshmen Mentoring 
Program this year, the 
freshmen class has 
been attending a bi-
weekly speaker series 
during academic cen-
ter. Starting in the 
second marking pe-
riod, members of the 
community and adults 
within the school com-

munity have been speaking on a range of topics related to 
academic, social and career success. Officer Pete Vander-
brink gave lessons he learned in high school; Richard 
Schinkel talked about finding a career doing what you love; 
Athletic Assistant Jill Peterson spoke on overcoming adver-
sity; and State Representative Matt Lori described his career 
in public service. A number of speakers are scheduled for the 
second semester, including Superintendent Kuhlman, Coach 
Perry Baranic and Business Manager Mike Cline. 

Centreville Elementary is the host of a monthly breakfast 
aimed to get dads to spend some quality time with their 
children. Mr. Craig Brueck and Mr. Rob Collins coordi-
nate the monthly theme and breakfast goodies for every-
one to enjoy. The next breakfast is scheduled for Thurs-
day, March 15 at 6:45 AM. Please join in the fun. If you 
have any additional questions or would like to donate to 
the Centreville Elementary All Pro Dads organization, 
please contact Craig Brueck at cbrueck@cpschools.org 
or the Centreville Elementary office at 269-467-5200.   

All Pro Dads 

Allen Honored 

Community Members Speak to Freshmen 

Kaleigh Kazmierczak 
was hired in November 
as an additional Kinder-
garten teacher due to 
large class sizes. With 
the addition of Kaz-
mierczak, we were able 
to bring class sizes 
down to 19 students per 
class instead of 28. Stu-
dent achievement and growth has significantly improved as a 
result of the additional support for our students. Kazmierczak 
graduated from Western Michigan University in 2009. She 
has served as a substitute teacher in the district on several 
occasions and has been a wonderful addition to our staff. 
Kazmierczak says she loves teaching because of the kids 
and watching them learn. She loves their excitement when 
they learn and their silliness makes her smile. She loves it at 
Centreville Elementary with the support of an amazing staff, 
helpful parents, and a positive school culture. 

New Kindergarten Teacher 



Becky Stauffer 
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Grandparents Day 

Centreville Elementary 
celebrated Grandparents 
Day this year. An over-

whelming number of grand-
parents came to enjoy a 
light breakfast as well as  

planned activities and crafts 
with their grandchildren. 

Thank you to everyone who 
came to celebrate this  
wonderful day with our  

students. 

Nathan Hartong and his grandmother share a smile. Dylan and Tyler Coney share breakfast with their  
grandfather, Bill Miller. 

Christmas Program 

Our Annual Christmas Programs were a huge hit again this 
year! Thank you to Mrs. Eby and Mr. Schrader for all of their 
hard work and dedication. 

To the Centreville Elementary  
Parent Advisory Committee (P.A.C.): 

 
The elementary sound system is out of this 
world! Thank you for the funding and  
commitment from the elementary PAC. 
Your continued dedication to improve the 
facility here so our students have a great 
place to learn is deeply appreciated.  
 
Come experience the upgraded sound  
system at our Spring Musicals on March 
26th (3rd grade) or March 27th (4th grade) at 
6:30 PM. 

March is Reading Month 
March will be a great month here at Centreville Elemen-

tary! The March is Reading Month theme is Michigan and 
exciting activities are planned every week. Michigan au-
thor Denise Brennan-Nelson will visit; Michigan native 

Steven Courtney will be in concert; and special guests will 
read throughout the month. The students will participate in 
Michigan-themed dress up days; a Dr. Seuss celebration; 

and an end-of-the-month AR assembly. 

Congratulations to the following students who have earned 
more than 75 Accelerated Reader Points to date:  

Accelerated Reader (AR) 

Edward Arver 
Gunner Bunning 
Cecelia Franz 
Dylan Gieber 
Hannah Hartong 
Holland Hodges 
Alexa Jackson 
Abby McNamara 
TJ McNamara 

Brady Miller 
Jacob Miller 
Ozzie Miller 
Samantha Mohney 
Regan Monnett 
Tanner Pavek 
TJ Rhyner 
Samara Schlabach 
Vladimir Schrader 

Gerica Schwartz 
Soraya Schwartz 
Trenton Stears 
Sam Todd 
Morgan Walton 
Justin Wheeler 
Allayah Williamson 
Kaitlyn Wilson 

100 Days of School 

Mrs. Coney’s class  
celebrated 100 days of 
school. Here, Lauren 

Lindsey (left) shows her 
100-heart shirt and 100 

conversation hearts  
picture, and Braden Balk 

(right) shows his 100 
Tootsie Roll truck  

project. 



Dennis Kirby 
High School Principal 
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High School ACT/MME testing is scheduled for 
March 6, 7, and 8. All juniors and seniors who did 
not take the Michigan Merit Exam (MME) last year 
are eligible to take the MME. The MME consists of 
the ACT Plus Writing Exam on day one; Work Keys 
on day two; and Michigan Math, Science,  and So-
cial Studies on day three. The ACT/MME testing is 
mandatory and juniors are expected to be in school 
on those three days.  
 
On Tuesday, March 6, the first day of testing, fresh-
men, sophomores and seniors will not report to 
school. Juniors will be the only high school stu-
dents who will attend school on March 6.  Ele-
mentary and junior high students will attend 
schools on their regular schedule with all stu-
dents present. 

The girls' track team would like to thank 
everyone who supported the raffle  
fundraiser. The proceeds will go to  
purchasing a new tent and other  
equipment needs for the team.  

Four Centreville students are BPA regional finalists 
and will compete at the state competition in March 
in the individual categories of programming, web 
pages and videography. 

Brent Watkins 
Athletic Director, Asst. Principal 
 
 
 

Junior ACT/MME Testing 

Business Professionals of America  

L-R: CIT Instructor Kris Leach, Cade Gillem, Chad Hollenbeck, 
and Ryan Mast. Not pictured: Conrad Neff. 

Donorschoose.org Projects Funded 

On January 14, 2012, several high school band members competed 
at Michigan School Band and Orchestra Association's District XI 
Solo and Ensemble Festival in Schoolcraft. The students performed 
very well, and the trio of Michelle Froman, Rachel Sirna and Sarah 
Sirna received a Division I Superior rating. This is the first time a 
group has received a Division I rating in over eight years. Along with 
the medals they have received, they have qualified to take part in 
the Michigan School Band and Orchestra Association's State Solo 
and Ensemble Festival on March 24, 2012, at Okemos High School. 
This is an outstanding accomplishment for these young ladies, our 
band program and our school. 

Band Students Recognized  

This year’s Alumni Football Game will 
be on Saturday, July 14, at 7 p.m. in 
White Pigeon. Any former players 
over 21 may play. Cost to play is 
$50. Practice will begin on Saturday, 
July 7 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the 
Dog House and continue every night 
through July 13. See you there! 

Alumni Game 

Both Mrs. Arver and Miss Mulder 
have received donations from pri-
vate donors for materials needed in 
their classrooms from the site do-
norschoose.org. This site allows 
teachers to post projects and re-
quest the necessary materials. 
Those who see fit make donations 
in order to fund the project. Mrs. 
Arver’s project requested a notebook for 
each of her students. These notebooks 
will be used in class to keep notes, journal 
writes, and vocabulary. As she states in 
her project, “We have had several profes-
sional development sessions that have 
emphasized the need to stress content vocabulary to help with un-
derstanding and high-stakes testing. Not only will these notebooks 
help with this, we do journal writing every other day, and it is a nice 
thing for them to have and save.” Miss Mulder’s project requested 
six Flip video cameras to provide to students who would like to redo 
their English class work. Mulder says, “Students need the opportu-
nity to improve their work and demonstrate their growth in learning a 
concept; yet, the school day does not always allow for individual 
conferencing between students and teachers. The cameras will pro-
vide a medium where the student could explain their work and what 
they improved while giving me the opportunity to then provide addi-
tional feedback, allowing for both the student and myself to do this 
on our own time. When students slow down and discuss their work, 
they retain concepts.” 
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It is hard to believe that we have already begun second semester. Our school year has been going very 
well, and I hope your child’s experience has been excellent to this point. 
 
I wanted to mention our early release days and remind you that the next date is February 29. During the 
first early release day, the elementary worked on awarding grades for non-academic behaviors, often re-
ferred to as “life skills.” This is part of our transition to standards-based grading. They also spent time align-
ing curriculum in the core subject areas. Special education interventions were also revisited. The junior/

senior high school staff discussed professional norms. The school improvement team reviewed their goals. The senior high 
staff discussed the freshman mentoring program and its positive impact. Department meetings were also held. This seg-
ment of time proved to be invaluable and our staff worked hard. Thank you for giving our teachers this time to work to-
gether.   
 
I'm sure you are aware of what has been going on with recent legislation and how it will impact public schools. Legislators 
have passed a bill lifting the cap on the number of charter schools allowed in the state. Charter schools have never out per-
formed public schools. They also spend more tax dollars on administrative costs. This expansion threatens our revenue po-
tential from the state. The available revenue will now be needed to support any new charter schools that originate. Pending 
legislation would lift the cap on cyber schools. This will be voted on in the near future and would also pull from our reve-
nue. The legislature is considering the elimination of the personal property tax. If this legislation passes, it will mean a re-
duction in our revenue from the state. Given our financial situation, it is disturbing to think that the state is considering fur-
ther cuts to our revenue. The governor stated he is linking future revenue increases to student achievement. This is a con-
cern since achievement scores can change on an annual basis. My opinion is that this legislation deals with business prac-
tices and legislative agendas instead of what is in the best interest of our students. If you have an opinion regarding these 
issues, please contact your legislator. Feel free to contact me with your opinions as well. 
 
We have initiated some new programs this year that are having positive impacts on our students. The high school has 
started a freshmen mentoring program designed to ease the transition to high school. Student mentors are assigned to the 
class to help with tutoring as well as social support. The district has started a monthly breakfast program that takes place 
before school in our elementary gymnasium called All Pro Dads. During this one-hour block of time, fathers and their chil-
dren meet with other dads and their kids to discuss family topics and spend time together. Resources are also distributed to 
help strengthen relationships. The program has a positive message for the fathers and their children. Check our school cal-
endar for the next date. 
 
As I  work  with our staff, I become  more  appreciative of the commitment level of our 
teachers, principals, support staff, secretaries, custodians, maintenance staff, bus drivers, 
food service personnel, technology staff, central office personnel and everyone that con-
tributes to the success of our students. I am thankful that we have an outstanding and 
dedicated staff. They work hard on a daily basis to make a difference with our students. 
We are very fortunate.   

Robert Kuhlman, Superintendent 

Robert Kuhlman, Superintendent 


